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ence for one's self, as I found it necessary to do, one
has to accept the disadvantages of the situation as
well. One cannot have the one without the other.
Among these disadvantages is the fact that no one
can tell from appearances what are the things I lack.
I should like to have a little more money in order,
for instance, that in the interests of my declining
health, alone, and with the view of avoiding innumer-
able mistakes in dieting that I am exposed to in res-
taurants and hotels, I might have my own kitchen. It
is also a question of pride; I should like to lead a
life that really is suitable to me, and does not look
so conventional as that of "a scholar on his travels."
But even the five conditions that might make life en-
durable, and are really not pretentious, seem to me
impracticable. I require (1) Some one to superin-
tend my digestion, (2) Somebody who can laugh with
me and who has cheerful spirits, (3) Some one who
is proud of my company and who constrains others
to treat me with becoming respect, (4) Some one who
can read aloud to me without making a book sound
idiotic. There is yet a fifth condition; but I will
say nothing about it.

To marry now would perhaps be simply an act of
folly, which would immediately deprive me of the in-
dependence that I have won with such bloody strife.
And then I should also have to choose some European
State, to belong to and become a citizen of it. I
should have to consider my wife, my child, my wife's
family, the place I lived in, and the people we as-
sociated with, but to forbid myself the free expres-
sion of my ideas would kill me. I should prefer to be